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4 Academic and Student Resources

Academic and Student
Resources

Mount Mercy strives to provide all the resources students need to
succeed on their educational journey. This section provides information
about admission, tuition, financial aid, services, and policies of the
university. It also includes a directory of University administration and
faculty.

Welcome to Mount Mercy
University

Mount Mercy University Mission and
Goals

Mount Mercy is a Catholic University providing student-focused
baccalaureate and graduate education in the spirit of the Sisters of
Mercy.

As a Catholic university founded and sponsored by the Sisters of
Mercy, Mount Mercy welcomes women and men of all beliefs to join
our community in the pursuit of baccalaureate and graduate education
and service to those in need.

Mount Mercy promotes reflective judgment, strategic communication,
the common good, and purposeful living through a core curriculum,
liberal arts and professional majors, and student development
programs.

We strive for excellence in accomplishing our mission through our four
interdependent goals:

Using Reflective Judgment

The abilities to think clearly and carefully, argue coherently, and
evaluate competing truth claims critically are fundamental to a college
education. Reflective judgment requires a knowledge of basic fact,
examination and evaluation of assumptions, adequate justification for
drawing a conclusion, and understanding implications of drawing that
conclusion. With these skills, individuals can solve problems creatively
and integrate knowledge across disciplines.

1. Students will demonstrate a knowledge of content, assumptions,
terminology, and methodology of a broad range of academic
disciplines needed for informed and meaningful participation
in society, including literature, fine arts, history, mathematics,
science, philosophy, religious studies, and social sciences.

2. Students will demonstrate a depth of understanding in their major
field that successfully prepares them for graduate study or a career
following graduation.

3. Students will evaluate their points of view by analyzing multiple
perspectives.

4. Students will integrate knowledge across the disciplines.

5. Students will apply creative, logical, and scholarly processes in
the pursuit of truth to form reasoned judgments and explain the
implications of drawing those conclusions.

Engaging in Strategic Communication

Strategic communication requires selecting from a range of options in
order to accomplish a chosen goal in an ethical manner. These options
include construction and interpretation of messages in the written, oral,
and aesthetic forms using appropriate technology.

1. Students will generate, collect, organize, and present ideas and
information in written, oral, and visual modes for chosen purposes
and audiences.

2. Students will meet appropriate standards of quality when they
communicate.

3. Students will demonstrate respect and responsibility in
communication with others.

Serving the Common Good

The common good is at the heart of Catholic social teaching.
Because persons are social by nature, every individual's good relates
necessarily to the common good, the sum of social conditions that
allows all people to reach their human potential more fully. It includes
respect for and ethical interaction with every person and the natural
environment and, in the spirit of the Sisters of Mercy, service for the
well-being of all humanity and action in the cause of justice in the
world.

1. Students will recognize the challenges and opportunities of living
in a changing, complex, global society and demonstrate inclusivity
and sensitivity to the diverse human conditions.

2. Students will explain the significance of personal and social
responsibility and be prepared to take action in modes of service,
civic participation, advocacy, and system change.

3. Students will articulate an ethical framework based on a respect for
all human beings and the natural environment.

4. Students will examine the core values of social justice, particularly
the Mercy commitment to advocate for persons who are vulnerable
and marginalized.

Promoting Purposeful Living

A liberal education enables persons to achieve a greater degree

of freedom upon which to act purposefully. Since development of
purpose entails planning for life based on a set of priorities, Mount
Mercy University provides opportunities for spiritual growth, intellectual
engagement, vocational clarity, social development, physical well-
being, emotional maturity, and responsible community leadership.

1. Students will discern and clarify their vocational choices.

2. Students will recognize the services and support available to assist
them and others in determining which commitments will guide their
lives.

3. Students will demonstrate the ways in which their abilities and
knowledge enable them to be responsible leaders or participants.

4. Students will acknowledge the importance of a healthy and
balanced life including social, physical, emotional, and spiritual
well-being.

5. Students will recognize the importance of life-long learning.

6. Students will analyze the evolving nature of relationships in their
lives, professions, and communities.



Statement of Values

As members of the Mount Mercy University community, grounded in
the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy and our Catholic identity, we are
committed to:

Lifelong Learning and Education of the
Whole Person

We believe that education is a lifelong experience where learning
empowers the whole person, intellectually, spiritually, emotionally, and
physically.

Pursuit of Truth and Dignity

We foster free inquiry in a compassionate culture where our dedication
to faith, truth, and mercy supports the dignity of each person within the
human community.

Commitment to Students

We acknowledge and affirm that our students’ needs are central to
decisions that affect community life.

Justice

We advocate for equality by actively creating just and healthy
relationships in our learning community and in our global society.

Gratitude

We celebrate with humility all gifts and talents bestowed by God and
faithfully share these blessings with the wider community.

Hospitality

We accomplish our work in the spirit of Catherine McAuley’s
graciousness and inclusion that welcomes all people and perspectives.

Service

We instill a sense of responsibility and caring that calls us to serve the
common good.

Accreditation

Mount Mercy University is accredited by the Higher Learning
Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools
(30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60602-2504; phone:
800-621-7440), the Council on Social Work Education (1725 Duke
Street, Suite 500, Alexandria, VA 22314-3457), and The State Board
of Nursing and the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (One
Dupont Circle NW, Suite 530, Washington, DC 20036). Mount Mercy
University is approved by the lowa Department of Education (Grimes
State Office Bldg., Des Moines, IA 50319-0146) to offer programs
leading to teacher certification in both elementary and secondary
education and endorsements in several areas including early childhood
education, Strategist | K-6 and 7-12, and Strategist Il K-12.

History of Mount Mercy University

The Sisters of Mercy of Cedar Rapids, lowa, founded Mount Mercy
as a two-year college for women in 1928. Its mission is based on the
heritage of its founders, a religious community of women who came to
Cedar Rapids in 1875. Catherine McAuley started the order in Dublin,
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Ireland, in 1831. One of her concerns was the education of women and
the service of human needs as they exist.

In 1957 Mount Mercy began a four-year program, awarded the first
bachelor’s degrees in 1959, and was accredited by the North Central
Association of College and Schools as a baccalaureate institution

in 1960. Since then, Mount Mercy has become coeducational,

has established new academic programs, including new graduate
programs in 2008, and has tripled its enroliment, drawing its board
members, faculty, staff, and students from all faiths and backgrounds.
Through their ongoing sponsorship, the Sisters of Mercy, through the
Conference of Mercy Higher Education, continue to support Mount
Mercy in carrying out Catherine McAuley’s original vision of service.

Mount Mercy University has close ties with the Cedar Rapids
community, placing interns and graduates in profit and non-profit
institutions and using the city’s cultural, religious, political, and
economic resources to enhance the institution’s programs.

University Admission

Mount Mercy University is a nationally recognized, private Catholic
university founded in the spirit of the Sisters of Mercy. We seek
qualified applicants who have prepared themselves academically
for the rigors of a challenging liberal arts-based education and have
demonstrated leadership in their school activities and community
involvement. Mount Mercy does not consider race, color, creed,
religion, national origin, gender, age, marital status, or handicap
unrelated to ability in admission or access to, or treatment or
employment in, its programs and activities.

Readmission

Students who withdraw from Mount Mercy and are interested

in returning to the institution must apply for readmission. The
readmission application is available in the Office of Admissions or
online at www.mtmercy.edu. If courses have been completed at other
institutions, those official transcripts must be sent directly to the Office
of Admissions. All required documents that constitute a completed
admission file for re-admission should be received by the Office of
Admissions at least two weeks prior to the start of classes.

Special Students

Students who are interested in taking one or two courses at Mount
Mercy are categorized as special students. If the student currently

is pursuing a degree at another institution, it is recommended that
permission be obtained from the home institution before enrolling

at Mount Mercy. Special students must first complete the special
student application available from the Office of Admissions or online

at www.mtmercy.edu. Any student who is registered for a Mount
Mercy course under the cross registration policy with Coe College

is not eligible for special student status. If a prerequisite course is
needed for the course, an official transcript must be sent to the Office
of Admissions to show successful completion of that prerequisite.

Any special student that wishes to continue at Mount Mercy after
completing two courses must complete the regular transfer application
process. All required documents that constitute a completed admission
file for special students should be received by the Office of Admissions
at least two weeks prior to the start of classes.
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PSEO — Post Secondary Enrollment
Opportunity for High School Students

Students currently enrolled as juniors or seniors in high school, and
freshmen or sophomores in high school deemed talented and gifted by
the state of lowa, are eligible to participate in the PSEO program if they
meet the requirements below. Homeschool students must also satisfy
these requirements. To be eligible, students must:

« Submit a national qualifying test score on the ACT with a 20
composite or higher and/or SAT score of 940 or higher (verbal and
math) or PSAT score of 114 (verbal, math, and writing), and be
ranked in the top 25% of their class (when ranked).

« Have exhausted the high school curriculum and meet necessary
pre-requisites for the desired course.

Courses are not guaranteed and are open to full and part-time Mount
Mercy students first. Deadline to submit applications for PSEO
for the fall semester is August 1, and for spring semester is
December 1.

Academic Degree Programs

Students may not simultaneously be admitted to, or concurrently
enrolled in, multiple academic degree programs. Undergraduate, post-
baccalaureate, non-degree, and graduate student designations, and
related sub-categories, are mutually-exclusive.

First Year Student

Freshman Admissions - Process and
Standards

Admission to Mount Mercy University is selective, competitive, and
based upon a full review process. Admissions files are reviewed on

a rolling admission basis prior to the first day of classes. Applications
may be obtained from the Office of Admissions, Mount Mercy
University, 1330 Elmhurst Drive NE, Cedar Rapids, lowa 52402-4797,
319-368-6460 or 800-248-4504, or online at www.mtmercy.edu. A
completed admissions file includes:

» Application for undergraduate admission

« Official standardized test scores - Mount Mercy’s ACT code is
1340 and SAT code is 6417

« Official high school transcripts
« An official transcript of any collegiate coursework taken

Mount Mercy evaluates all files on an individual basis. Each entering
student needs to be a graduate of an accredited secondary school or
its equivalent. While specific courses are not required for admission,
a student’s transcript will be evaluated to ensure that a well-rounded
college preparatory curriculum has been taken. Students applying to
Mount Mercy are encouraged to complete the following coursework in
high school:

« Four years of English

* Three years of Mathematics

* Three years of Social Studies
* Three years of Science

Strong consideration will be given to applicants who have a:

* Cumulative grade point average of 2.75 (on a 4.00 scale) or higher

« Composite score of at least 20 on the ACT (940 SAT) with sub-
scores of 17 or higher

 Class rank in the top half of graduating class

A variety of additional factors are also considered (the quality

and nature of the courses taken, the sub-scores earned on the
standardized test, extracurricular and community involvement, strength
of the personal statement, motivation, personal circumstances, etc.) to
ensure that the students admitted to the institution are those who are
the best fit for Mount Mercy and whose preparation and experiences
suggest that they have the best likelihood of succeeding here.

Home Schooled Students

In lieu of high school transcripts, applicants must submit records

of high school or college-level studies, either in a transcript form (if
available) or a detailed account of the subjects studied and materials
used. Standardized test scores (ACT or SAT) also are required and
must be submitted directly to the Office of Admissions.

Admissions Committee

The Admissions Committee will review files for students who do not
meet the minimum admission standards. Students, who demonstrate
strong potential and motivation for undergraduate success, may be
admitted to Mount Mercy by providing additional information to the
Admissions Committee for use in the evaluation process (additional
grades, personal statement, letters of recommendation, personal
interview, etc.). Some students may be admitted to Mount Mercy with
conditions, which must be satisfied during their freshman year in order
to remain an enrolled student of Mount Mercy. Specific conditions and
recommendations will be determined on an individual basis by the
Admissions Committee.

Offer and Acceptance of Admission

An offer of admission to Mount Mercy University is contingent upon the
student maintaining a satisfactory record and completing graduation
requirements — as noted on the final high school transcript (official
transcript to be sent upon completion of the diploma). Mount Mercy
reserves the right to withdraw its offer of admission when information
received after the original admission decision indicates the student no
longer meets the minimum admission standards.

A $200 deposit will be required to confirm attendance at Mount Mercy.
The deposit will be used to reserve the student’s place at course
registration and will be credited toward the student’s tuition and
housing accounts.

Residency Requirements

Mount Mercy has a two-year residency expectation. Students must
live in campus housing during their first four semesters of full-time
university attendance. Students may be exempt from this requirement
if: living with parents; if “independent” status with regard to federal
financial aid regulations; or if they turned 21 years old before July 1%

preceding their second year. An exemption request must be filed with
the institution, and approved, in order for the exemption to be made.



Transfer

Transfer Admissions - Process and
Standards

A transfer applicant is considered to be anyone who has obtained

a high school diploma, GED, or equivalent and who has attempted
college course work beyond high school. College-level credits earned
at regionally accredited institutions are evaluated and accepted

as credit toward graduation from Mount Mercy. However, because
some majors require a minimum grade point average, course work

is evaluated according to departmental requirements. Please consult
individual department information included in this Catalog.

Applications may be obtained from the Office of Admissions,
Mount Mercy University, 1330 EImhurst Drive NE, Cedar Rapids,
lowa 52402-4797, 319- 368-6460 or 800-248-4504, or online at
www.mtmercy.edu. Admissions files are reviewed on a rolling
admission basis prior to the first day of classes. A completed
admission file includes:

Application for undergraduate admission

Transcripts from all previous institutions of higher education
attended. Updated transcripts need to be sent prior to actual
enrollment if the student applies for admission while enrolled at
another institution

Official high school transcripts, or equivalent, (for applicants who
have not earned an associate degree or higher from an accredited
college or university)

All required documents that constitute a completed admission file
should be received by the Office of Admissions at least two weeks
prior to the start of classes

In accordance with an articulation agreement with Kirkwood
Community College, Associate of Arts or Associate of Science
graduates, who have at least a 2.00 cumulative grade point average,
will be automatically accepted for admission.

Mount Mercy reviews all files on an individual basis. While specific
courses are not required for admission, the transcripts will be
evaluated to ensure that a strong college curriculum has been
successfully completed. Strong consideration will be given to
applicants who have a cumulative transfer grade point average of 2.50
(on a 4.00 scale) from an accredited institution.

However, a variety of additional factors are considered (the quality
and nature of the courses taken, strength of the personal statement,
intended major, student motivation, personal circumstances, etc.).

Admissions Committee

The Admissions Committee will review all admission files for students
who do not meet the minimum admissions standards. Students,

who demonstrate strong potential and motivation for undergraduate
success, may be admitted to Mount Mercy by providing additional
information to the Admissions Committee for use in the evaluation
process (most recent transcripts of college-level work, personal
statement, letters of recommendation, personal interview, etc.). Some
students may be admitted to Mount Mercy with conditions, which
must be satisfied during their first year at the institution in order to
remain an enrolled student at Mount Mercy. Conditions and specific
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recommendations will be determined on an individual basis by the
Admissions Committee.

Offer and Acceptance of Admission

An offer of admission to Mount Mercy is contingent upon the student
maintaining a satisfactory record and completing class requirements
(official transcript to be sent upon completion of the semester). Mount
Mercy reserves the right to withdraw its offer of admission when
information is received that indicates the student no longer meets the
minimum admission standards.

A $200 deposit will be required to confirm attendance at Mount Mercy.
The deposit will be used to reserve the student’s place at course
registration and will be credited toward the student’s tuition and
housing account.

Residency Requirements

Mount Mercy has a two-year residency expectation. Students must
live in campus housing during their first four semesters of full-time
university attendance. Students may be exempt from this requirement
if: living with parents; if “independent” status with regard to federal
financial aid regulations; or if they turned 21 years old before July 1%
preceding their second year. An exemption request must be filed with
the institution, and approved, in order for the exemption to be made.

International

International Admissions

Applications for international undergraduate admission may be
obtained from the Office of Admissions, Mount Mercy University, 1330
Elmhurst Drive NE, Cedar Rapids, lowa 52402-4797, 319-368-6460
or 800-248-4504, or online at www.mtmercy.edu. Admissions files are
reviewed on a rolling basis.

All required documents listed below must be on file by the following
deadlines:

Fall Semester — August 1st
Spring Semester — January 2nd

Freshman International Admissions

For consideration as an International Freshman, a completed
admissions file must include:

¢ Application for undergraduate admission with a personal statement

« Official high school transcripts translated into English by a foreign
credit evaluation agency or by an official English language
translator (must have cumulative GPA of 2.75 or equivalent)

« Official scores from standardized tests* that will be considered for
admissions decisions include:
TOEFL (550 PBT, 213 CBT, 79 IBT)

IELTS (6.5)

STEP Eiken (Grade 1)
ACT (20)

SAT (940)

*Test scores are waived for students completing Level 112 of
ELS's English for Academic Purposes program.
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« Certificate of Finance or letter/affidavit from the bank certifying
funds are available

Transfer International Admissions

For consideration as an international transfer student, a completed file
must include:

« Application for undergraduate admission with a personal statement

« All official college and/or foreign university transcripts translated
into English and evaluated by a foreign credit evaluation agency
(college-level GPA of 2.50 or equivalent required)

Official high school transcripts translated into English by a foreign
credit evaluation agency (for applicants who have not earned

an associates degree or higher from an accredited college or
university)

Official scores from standardized tests* that will be considered for
admissions decisions include:
» TOEFL (550 PBT, 213 CBT, 79 IBT)

* |[ELTS (6.5)

* STEP Eiken (Grade 1)
* ACT (20)

* SAT (940)

Certificate of Finance or letter/affidavit from the bank certifying
funds are available

Test scores are waived for students completing Level 112 of ELS's
English for Academic Purposes program.

Online

General Admission Requirements
to Mount Mercy University Online
Programs

For students with less than 12 graded semester hours of prior
college coursework:

* Completed online application
« Official transcripts from all schools previously attended
¢ Cumulative H.S. grade point average of 2.75 (on a 4.0 scale)

Composite ACT score of 20 (940 SAT) with sub-scores of 17 or
higher

Class rank in the top half of graduating class

« Mount Mercy applicants are encouraged to complete the following
high school coursework:
* Four years of English

» Three years of Mathematics
» Three years of Social Studies
» Three years of Science

For students with 12 or more graded semester hours of prior
college coursework:

« Completed online application
« Official transcripts from all schools previously attended
« Cumulative GPA requirement of 2.5 (on a 4.0 scale¥*)

*In accordance with articulation agreements, students who have
earned an associate degree from Kirkwood Community College
or Hawkeye Community College, and who have at least a 2.00
cumulative grade point average, are allowed admission to Mount
Mercy.

For international students:

« Completed online application

« All official college and/or foreign university transcripts translated
into English and evaluated by a foreign credit evaluation agency
(college-level GPA of 2.50 or equivalent required)

« Official high school transcripts translated into English by a foreign
credit evaluation agency (for applicants who have not earned
an associates degree or higher from an accredited college or
university)
« Official scores from standardized tests that will be considered for
admissions decisions include:
» TOEFL (550 PBT, 213 CBT, 79 IBT)

* |[ELTS (6.5)

* STEP Eiken (Grade 1)
* ACT (20)

* SAT (940)

Any student who does not meet the above criteria will be evaluated
by the Admissions Committee for closer examination. Admission
conditions and/or course recommendations will be determined on an
individual basis by the Committee.

Application Procedures for the Online
Programs

You may begin the application process by visiting our web site at
https://onlineprograms.mtmercy.edu/. Complete the online application
and if you have any previous college coursework, request official
transcripts to be sent to: Accelerated Office, 1330 EImhurst Drive NE,
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402-4797.

Federal regulations require that student files contain a certificate of
the highest degree earned. A high school transcript is required for
applicants who have not yet obtained a post-secondary associate or
higher degree.

Application Procedure for Readmission to
Online Programs

Students who exit from Mount Mercy, do not attend for one or more
consecutive semesters, or have graduated from Mount Mercy and
wish to reenter the program, pursue a second major, pursue a second
degree or add a minor, must complete a new application prior to
resuming coursework at Mount Mercy. The application is available

at https://onlineprograms.mtmercy.edu/. If any coursework has been
completed at other institutions since last attending Mount Mercy,
official transcripts documenting coursework must be requested by

the applicant and sent directly from the institution to the Accelerated
Office.

Special Student Application

Students interested in taking just one or two online courses at
Mount Mercy may complete an application for special student
status. If the student is currently pursuing a degree at another
institution, it is recommended that the student seeks permission



from the home college before enrolling at Mount Mercy. Students

must first complete the application form available online at https://
onlineprograms.mtmercy.edu/. If a prerequisite course is needed for
the course(s) selected to be taken through Mount Mercy, an official
transcript must be sent to the Accelerated Office to verify successful
completion of that prerequisite. Any special student that wishes to
continue at Mount Mercy must complete the regular admission process
for the online programs.

Accelerated

General Admission Requirements to
Mount Mercy University Accelerated
Programs

1. Must be at least 23 years of age

2. Must have a minimum of three years full-time relevant work
experience

3. Minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.50 or higher on 4.00
scale.*

Applicants not meeting the above criteria may qualify for
admission upon consideration by the Mount Mercy Admission
Committee.

In accordance with articulation agreements, students who have
earned an associate degree from Kirkwood Community College
or Hawkeye Community College, and who have at least a 2.00
cumulative grade point average are allowed admission to Mount
Mercy.

Application Procedures for the Accelerated
Programs

You may begin the application process by visiting our web site at
www.mtmercy.edu/adult. Complete the online application, and if you
have any previous college coursework, request official transcripts to be
sent to: Accelerated Office, 1330 EImhurst Drive NE, Cedar Rapids, IA
52402-4797.

Federal Regulations require that student files contain a certificate of
the highest degree earned. A high school transcript is required for
applicants who have not yet obtained post-secondary associate, or
higher degree.

Application Procedure for Readmission to
Accelerated Programs

Students who exit from Mount Mercy, do not attend for one or more
consecutive semesters, or have graduated from Mount Mercy and
wish to reenter the program, pursue a second major, pursue a second
degree, or add a minor, must complete a new application prior to
resuming coursework at Mount Mercy. The application is available at
www.mtmercy.edu/adult. If any coursework has been completed at
other institutions since last attending Mount Mercy, official transcripts
documenting coursework must be requested by the applicant and sent
directly from the institution to the Accelerated Office.

Special Student Application

Students interested in taking just one or two accelerated courses at
Mount Mercy may make an application for special student status. If
the student is currently pursuing a degree at another institution, it
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is recommended that the student seeks permission from the home
college before enrolling at Mount Mercy. Student must first complete
the application form available online at www.mtmercy.edu/adult.

If a prerequisite course is needed for the course(s) selected to be
taken through Mount Mercy, an official transcript must be sent to the
Accelerated Office to verify successful completion of that prerequisite.
Any special student that wishes to continue at Mount Mercy must
complete the regular admission process for the accelerated programs.

See the Accelerated section (http://catalog.mtmercy.edu/
adultaccelerated/admissions) of this Catalog for more information on
admission.

Graduate

Admission as a Degree Seeking Student

Applicants desiring admission to Mount Mercy graduate programs
apply through the Graduate Admissions Office and must meet the
graduate admissions criteria. Final admission decisions rest with the
academic program. To be considered for admission, an applicant must:

1. Hold an undergraduate degree from a regionally accredited college
or university or an equivalent degree from an accredited institution
outside the United States. Documentation of degree equivalencies
must be submitted by an agency authorized to do so.

2. Have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.00 and
an undergraduate record that reflects ability to be successful in
graduate studies. (Students with a GPA less than 3.00 will be
considered on a case-by-case basis.)

3. Provide a personal statement that demonstrates solid writing skills
and motivation for graduate studies. (See application form for
further instruction.)

4. Submit two letters of recommendation, preferably from faculty and/
or work supervisors, who can attest to an applicant’s ability to be
successful in graduate studies. (See application form for further
instruction.)

5. Complete any requirements from the specific area of study.

Program specific requirements are as
follows:

Master of Arts in Criminal Justice

1. Resume that documents educational background, professional
experience, and volunteer involvements.

Master of Arts in Education

1. Bachelor’s degree in education (special education and reading
only)

2. Avalid teaching license or be eligible for a teaching license if
seeking an endorsement in special education or reading.

3. Resume that lists past and current teaching or work experience.

Master of Arts in Marriage and Family
Therapy

1. Personal interview with program director.

2. Resume that documents volunteer or professional experience in a
human service area.

3. Personality inventory test.
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Master of Business Administration

1. Atleast 24 years old.

2. Three years of full-time work experience. (Provide a resume to
document this work experience).

3. Currently working at least part-time in the field of business
(ongoing requirement for at least part-time work during program).
Requirement can be waived by Program Director.

Master of Science in Nursing

1. Current and valid lowa registered nurse (RN) license. NOTE:
Nursing courses with a clinical component may not be taken by a
person: a) Who has been denied license by the Board; b) Whose
license is currently suspended, surrendered, or revoked in any
U.S. jurisdiction; c) Whose license or registration is currently
suspended, surrendered, or revoked in another country due to
disciplinary action. International students without current lowa RN
license may be admitted based on review by Program Director.

2. Currently working at least part-time as a nurse (ongoing
requirement for at least part-time work during program).

3. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) from an accredited nursing
program, other undergraduate degree from a regionally accredited
college or university, or an equivalent degree from an accredited
institution outside of the United States. Undergraduate record
should reflect ability to be successful in graduate studies. If
undergraduate degree is not a BSN, a BA or BS, an associates
degree in nursing, and the Mount Mercy RN-BSN courses, NU
470 Population Based Nursing, NU 471 Professional Aspects of
Nursing, and NU 472 RN-BSN Practicum Seminar.

4. Undergraduate statistics course with a minimum grade of C (C- not
acceptable).

5. All Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) students must meet
administrative requirements including criminal background check,
health insurance coverage, immunization status compliance,
CPR, and malpractice insurance prior to starting their capstone
practicum.

6. All non-native English speakers are required to take TOEFL and
complete interview with Program Director.

Master of Strategic Leadership

1. Atleast 24 years old.

2. Three years of full-time work experience (provide a resume to
document this work experience).

3. Currently working at least part-time in the field of business
(ongoing requirement for at least part-time work during program).
Requirement can be waived by Program Director.

An application is complete when the

applicant submits the following required

items:

1. A completed Mount Mercy application, including personal
statement and two letters of recommendation.

2. Official transcripts of all previous academic work from which
undergraduate and graduate grade point averages can be
computed. Transcripts should be mailed directly to the Graduate
Admissions Office. Official transcripts must be submitted in a

sealed envelope and display the appropriate seal and signature of
the institution.

MBA Admission

A student may be admitted to the MBA program prior to completing
the prerequisite courses. Upon admission, the student will meet with
an academic advisor who will provide the student with an advising
form that indicates the prerequisite courses that need to be completed
and in what order. The student may enroll in either accelerated or
traditional classes to complete prerequisite courses at the tuition rate
for those classes. However, the MBA grading polices will be in effect
for all MBA and prerequisite classes taken at Mount Mercy.

MSN Admission

A student may be admitted to the MSN program prior to completing
the prerequisite courses (statistics or NU 470 Population Based
Nursing, NU 471 Professional Aspects of Nursing, and NU 472 RN-
BSN Practicum Seminar for RN students who do not have a BSN).
Students will need to complete all prerequisite courses with acceptable
grades, prior to taking MSN courses.

International Students

Mount Mercy welcomes international students to its campus,
recognizing that they enrich the educational experience for all students
by contributing to the intellectual, social, and cultural diversity of the
Mount Mercy community. The following additional items are required
for admission for international students:

1. Official or true certified copies of the applicant’s post-secondary
academic record (transcripts, examination scores, mark sheets,
etc.) evaluated by a Foreign Credential Evaluation Agency

2. Documentation of English language proficiency for all non-native
speakers of English. (TOEFL, Step Eiken, IELTS or equivalent).
TOEFL test scores accepted:

a. 550 on the paper-based version (scores between 500-550 may
be accepted upon an interview with the Program Director) or
79 on internet version (iBT) or 213 on computer-based total.

b. Proof of comprehension and conversational proficiency as
indicated by a 23 or higher on the TOEFL speaking sub-
section and interview with the Program Director (phone
interview can be substituted). Program Directors may waive
the English language proficiency test scores upon interviewing
a student who meets one of the following criteria:

i Undergraduate education in English

ii Worked in United States in a professional job for more than
1 year
ii Studied for at least two semesters in the United States
iv English is native language
3. Students who are applying for an F-1 visa must also provide a

Certificate of Finance form or letter with Affidavit from the Bank
stating that they have sufficient funds to study in the U.S. The
Certificate of Finance (https://www.mtmercy.edu/sites/default/files/
uploads/MMU_ Certificate%200f%20Finance.pdf) form can be
found and downloaded from our web site.

Graduate Special Student Status (or Non-
degree Status)

A student with a baccalaureate degree who wishes to earn graduate
credit, but not a graduate degree, may be accepted for admission



to study as a graduate student with special status. Up to 9 semester
hours earned as a graduate student with special status with a grade
of “B” or above may be applied to a graduate degree at Mount Mercy
upon admission to the program and with the approval of both the
Associate Provost and the Program Director. Special student status
students are not eligible for financial aid.

Transfer Policies

Upon admission to the program, students may transfer in graduate
courses with the approval of the Program Director. The maximum
number of transferable credit hours is 9. Credit allowance for graduate
courses is considered on an individual basis; however, students must
have earned a “B” or higher for the course to be considered. Course
syllabi, college catalog, and a sample of previous course work may be
requested for consideration of a class. While enrolled at Mount Mercy,
students should not enroll for academic credit at other institutions
without the permission of the Associate Provost. Approval, via a
petition, must be granted prior to a course being taken at another
institution and will only be granted for extenuating circumstances.

Readmission

When a student withdraws or is terminated from any of the graduate
programs at Mount Mercy, a recommendation will be made by the
Program Director at the time of withdrawal or termination about
whether the student will be eligible for readmission. Documentation
of this recommendation will be maintained. The student who has
withdrawn or has been terminated from any graduate program

and wishes to be readmitted will be considered for readmission

by the Program Director according to the following criteria: the
recommendation made by the Program Director at the time of the

2015-16 Academic Calendar

Fall Semester 2015
August 26 - December 17, 2015

Description

Founders Day/Convocation
Classes begin

Labor Day - no classes

Last day to add classes

Last day to declare pass/fail
Midterm

Fall break

Thanksgiving break

Last day to drop classes (W grade)
Pass/Fail opportunity

Last day of classes

Final exams

Graduation date - Degree conferral

Winter Semester 2016
January 4 - January 22, 2016

Description

Classes begin

Last day to add classes
Last day to declare pass/fail
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student’s withdrawal or termination and evidence the student has
improved in all needed areas. Students who wish to be readmitted to a
graduate program must complete the application process.

Policy on Undergraduate students taking
graduate classes

Mount Mercy seniors who meet the following criteria may take
graduate courses for credit. Students must have:

1. Senior status

2. Be eligible for admission to graduate study or secure permission
from the Program Director

3. Limit their load to a maximum of 15 credits for the semester,
including undergraduate and graduate credits

4. Secure the approval of the department in which they wish to earn
graduate credit. Undergraduate students may earn a maximum of
12 graduate credits.

Graduate credits earned under this policy may be applied to a
graduate program only with the approval of the appropriate Program
Director. Students are not permitted to pursue a graduate and
undergraduate degree concurrently.

Delayed Admissions

Students have one year from date of acceptance to begin classes.
Students who do not enroll for classes within the year deadline must
reapply for admission.

Date

August 24
August 26
September 7
September 2
September 2
October 20
October 21-25
November 25-29
December 4
December 7-11
December 11
December 14-17
December 20

Date

January 4
January 5
January 5
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Last day to drop classes (W grade)
Pass/Fail opportunity

Last day of classes

Snow make-up day

Graduation date - Degree conferral

Spring Semester 2016
January 27 - May 19, 2016

Description

Classes begin

Last day to add classes

Last day to declare pass/fail
Midterm

Spring break

Good Friday - no class

Easter Monday - no class

Last day to drop classes (W grade)
Pass/Fail opportunity

Last day of classes

Final exams

Commencement ceremony
Graduation date - Degree conferral

Summer Semester 2016

June 6 - August 11, 2016
Term |

Description

Classes begin

Last day to add classes

Last day to declare pass/fail

Last day to drop classes (W grade)
Pass/Fail opportunity

Last day of classes

Term Il

Description

Classes begin

Last day to add classes

Last day to declare pass/fail

Last day to drop classes (W grade)
Pass/Fail opportunity

Last day of classes

Graduation date - Degree conferral

Block Start End

Block 01 08/24/2015 10/3/2015
Block 12 08/24/2015 11/7/2015
Block 13 08/24/2015 12/19/2015
Block 02 10/5/2015 11/7/2015
Block 23 10/5/2015 12/19/2015

January 18
January 21-22
January 22
January 25
February 7

Date
January 27
February 2
February 2
March 15
March 21-24
March 25
March 28
May 6

May 9-13
May 13
May 16-19
May 22
May 22

Date
June 6
June 7
June 7
July 1
July 6-7
July 8

Date

July 11

July 12

July 12
August 5
August 9-10
August 11
August 21

Last day to add/drop*
08/21/2015
08/21/2015
08/21/2015

10/2/2015

10/2/2015

Holidays/no class

9/7/2015 (Labor Day)
9/7/2015 (Labor Day)
9/7/2015 (Labor Day)

11/25-11/29/2015
(Thanksgiving)



Block 03 11/9/2015 12/19/2015
Block 04 1/4/2016 2/6/2016
Block 05 2/8/2016 3/12/2016
Block 56 2/8/2016 4/23/2016
Block 57 2/8/2016 6/4/2016
Block 06 3/14/2016 4/23/2016
Block 67 3/14/2016 6/4/2016
Block 07 4/25/2016 6/4/2016
Block 08 6/6/2016 7/16/2016
Block 89 6/6/2016 8/20/2016
Block 09 7/18/2016 8/20/2016

*

for final date.
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11/6/2015 11/25-11/29/2015
(Thanksgiving)

12/21/2015

2/5/2016

2/5/2016 3/25/2016 (Good Friday)

2/5/2016% 3/25/2016 (Good Friday)

3/11/2016 3/25/2016 (Good Friday)

3/11/20161 3/25 (Good Friday); 5/30
(Memorial Day)

4/22/20161 5/30/2016 (Memorial Day)

6/3/2016 714/2016 (Independence
Day)

6/3/2016 714/2016 (Independence
Day)

7/15/2016

Friday prior to the start of every block. Dates subject to change depending upon program. Check with Program Director or Registrar's Office

1 Graduation date for students completing a course in block 7: June 5, 2016

College Expenses

Students will receive eBills monthly while they are attending Mount
Mercy. It is the student’s responsibility to check their eBill online each
month. Fall tuition, room and board fees must be paid in full by August

15" and Spring tuition, room and board fees by January 15", unless
the student enrolls in the Mercy Payment Plan. If the student is not
enrolled in the Mercy Payment Plan and their tuition, room, and board
is not paid in full, all future course registrations and financial aid will be
cancelled. If additional financial aid is received after the full payment
has been made, the student may request a refund of the credit balance
of his/her account. Payments may be made by cash, check, debit, or
credit card (Visa, MasterCard or Discover).

Other charges, for example bookstore purchases and additional food
charges, are payable in full by the due date indicated on the monthly
statement (i.e. they are not eligible for the Mercy Payment Plan). If
payments are not received by the due date, a late fee will be added to
the student’s account. Late fees can only be waived due to University
responsibility causing a delay in payment or the failure to act by a
student because of sudden disabling illness or accident.

Late Fees

Type Cost

$500 - $1,000 Outstanding $10 Late Fee
Balance

$1,000 - $2,500 Outstanding $25 Late Fee
Balance

$2,500 - $5,000 Outstanding $50 Late Fee
Balance

$5,000 - $7,500 Outstanding $75 Late Fee
Balance

$7,500 - $10,000 Outstanding $100 Late Fee
Balance

>$10,000 Outstanding Balance $150 Late Fee

Because of rapidly changing economic conditions, it may become
necessary to alter tuition and fee structure before the next edition of
this Catalog is published.

Tuition, Room and Board and Other
Fees 2015-16

Full-time students

A student is considered full-time if she or he is registered for 12 or
more hours per semester. Enrollment in more than 16 credit hours
will result in additional tuition being charged at a rate equivalent to the
part-time tuition rate per hour.

Full-time Fees Fall semester  Spring Total
semester

Tuition (12-16 $14,113 $14,113 $28,226

hours)

Room & Board* $4,300 $4,300 $8,600

Total $18,413 $18,413 $36,826

*

Blue Meal Plan (avg. 2 meals per day) and Double Occupancy
Room.

Mount Mercy has a two year residency requirement because

it considers the residential program integral to the educational
experience. Students are expected to live in campus housing during
their first four semesters of full-time college attendance (typically
freshmen and sophomores). These students will automatically be
charged for room and board.

Students may request an exemption from this requirement if the
student:

 Lives with parents

« Has “independent status” with regard to federal financial aid
regulations

« Turned 21 years old before July 1st of the current year



14 College Expenses

An exemption request must be approved by the Office of the Vice
President of Enrollment and Student Life. Upon approval of the
exemption request, the room and board charges will be removed from
the student’s account. Exemption request forms are available from the
Admissions and Student Services Offices. Exemption forms will be
available at registration.

Winter Term Tuition

Winter term tuition for three credit hours is included in the full-time

tuition rate for students who are enrolled full-time in both fall and spring

semesters. Students must be enrolled and billed as a full time Mount
Mercy student in both semesters. (This does not apply to students in
Accelerated, Graduate, or Online programs). Students enrolled in a
winter term course that are not full time in both the fall and spring will
be billed at the part time tuition rate. Students taking more than three
credit hours will be responsible for the cost of the additional credit
hours. Students who are full time in both fall and spring and are taking
a winter term course(s) at no additional charge, are still responsible
for any course related fee such as lab fees. There will be no refund of
tuition or room and board for winter term if a full time student chooses
not to enroll in winter term.

Part-time Students

A student is considered part-time if he or she is enrolled in less than 12

hours per semester. Tuition for part-time students is assessed based
upon the number of hours for which a student is registered.

Type Cost

Part-time tuition (1-11.5 semester $768/semester hour
hours)

Accelerated Program Students

Tuition for students in the Accelerated Program is due the first night
of class. If you are reimbursed by your employer, and you have a
completed Deferred Payment Plan Enroliment Form on file in the
Student Financial Services Office, tuition is due 45 days from the end
of each block. Please refer to the Adult Accelerated section of this
Catalog for a description of this program for non-traditional, working
students.

Type Cost

Accelerated $445/semester hour

PREP and TEACH Program $445/semester hour

Online Program Students

Tuition for students in the Online Program is due the first night of
class. If you are reimbursed by your employer, and you have a
completed Deferred Payment Plan Enroliment Form on file in the
Student Financial Services Office, tuition is due 45 days from the end
of each block. Please refer to the Online section of this Catalog for a
description of this program.

Type Cost

Online Program $465/semester hour

Graduate Program Students

Tuition for students in the Graduate Program is due the first night
of class. If you are reimbursed by your employer, and you have a
completed Deferred Payment Plan Enroliment Form on file in the

Student Financial Services Office, tuition is due 45 days from the end
of each block. Please refer to the Graduate Programs section of this
Catalog for a description of these programs.

Type Cost
MBA, MSL, MSN
MA in Criminal Justice /

Education / Marriage & Family
Therapy

$570/semester hour
$445/semester hour

Room and Board Options

Academic Year:

Students have a number of options regarding both room and board.
Please note that the charges below are adjustments to the room and
board charges previously detailed.

Residence Halls:

Room Type Amount per semester
Regina Double and McAuley Triple $2,100.00

Single Room, Regina $2,465.00
Single-in-double McAuley, $4,015.00

Andreas House, and Lower

Campus

Double, Andreas House, Lower $2,465.00

Campus, and McAuley

Double-in-triple McAuley $2,465.00

Board Plans:

Board type Amount per semester
Blue Plan - an average of 14 $2,200.00

meals per week

Gold Plan - an average of 19 $2,350.00

meals per week

Mustang Plan - an average of 7 $1,800.00

meals per week

Other Board Options

Summer Housing: Current Mount Mercy students (were enrolled
spring semester) who are enrolled in summer courses or have pre-
enrolled for fall semester classes may choose to live on campus in
either Andreas or Lower Campus. There is no board plan for the
summer. Summer housing rates:

Room Type Amount per semester

Double, Andreas House, and $1,370.00

Lower Campus

Single-in-double, Andreas House, $1,650.00
and Lower Campus

If the student ceases enrollment during the summer, he or she will

be asked to move out of campus housing. Students new to Mount
Mercy must be enrolled in summer courses in order to choose summer
housing on campus.

12-month Housing: Students may sign a 12-month housing contract.
A student who elects this option is not required to be enrolled in
summer courses; however, the student must have been enrolled in
spring semester courses and be pre-enrolled for fall semester classes.



The 12-month contract begins in May and is in effect until the end of
the following spring semester in May. Students who choose this option
will be able to live in their current housing until their preferred room

is available. 12-month contracts receive a 5% discount on total room
rates for summer and academic year, based on room type selected.

Please contact Residence Life for more information on either of these

options.

Special Fees

(All fees are non-refundable except where noted.)

Student Cost

Application Fee (payable on
application by all except non-
degree special students)

Art Fees

Assessment of Prior Learning
Experience Assessment Fee

Audit Fee for a Regular Course

Audit Fee for Activity or Lab
Course

Challenge Exam Fee

Housing Damage Deposit
(refundable if conditions met)

Lab Course Fee (applies to all
lab courses except Nursing and
Biology)

Lab Fee - Biology
Medical Laboratory Science Fee

Mercy Payment Plan Enroliment
Fee

Mount Mercy I.D. Card
Replacement Fee

Music Lesson Fee

Nursing Fee - Sophomore
Nursing Fee - Junior

Nursing Fee - Senior

Official Transcript

Parking Fees

Replacement Diploma

Returned Check

Room Contract Cancellation Fee

Tuition Deposit for all Full-
time Students (paid at time of

acceptance and credited to tuition)

Other student costs include:
Books and Supplies
Transportation (full-time students
living on campus)

Transportation (full-time students
living with parents)
Transportation (full-time students
living off campus)

Amount
$25

Varies by course, see individual
course description

$60 per semester hour

$500
$550

$15 per semester hour
$50

$25

$50
$100
$50 per semester

$25

Refer to Curriculum/Music section
of catalog

$500 per semester
$400 per semester
$500 per semester
$7

See the Good Book
$75

$25

$500

$200

est. $1,200
est. $1,400

est. $2,280

est. $3,360
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Mercy payment plan

The Mercy Payment Plan allows each semester’s tuition, room, and
board to be paid in 4 equal installments due on the 15" of August,
September, October, and November for fall semester and the 15" of
January, February, March, and April for spring semester. The Mercy
Payment Plan can only be used for the payment of tuition, room,

and board. All other charges, for example bookstore purchases and
additional food charges, are payable in full by the due date indicated
on the monthly statement. Students who have not paid their account
in full by September 15 for the Fall semester or by January 15 for the
Spring semester will automatically be enrolled in the Mercy Payment
Plan. There is an enrollment charge of $50 per semester to participate
in this plan.

All enrolled students are eligible for the Mercy Payment Plan unless:

1. The student is enrolled in the Accelerated, Online, or Graduate
Programs.

2. The student is reimbursed by their employer.
3. The student's account is considered delinquent (see below).

4. A student at anytime has declared bankruptcy in which a Mount
Mercy account has been written off.

Delinquent accounts

All students, except those receiving employer reimbursement, are
required to have their entire account paid in full by the end of the term

(November 15" for fall semester, April 15" for spring semester, and by
the end of the term for all other sessions). Any balance remaining after
the above dates will be considered delinquent.

Students who are reimbursed by their employers are required to have
their entire account paid in full within 45 days from the end of class or
their account will be considered delinquent.

Students with delinquent accounts may be subject to the following
actions until the balance is paid in full.

. All current and future registrations will be cancelled.

. All financial aid for future terms will be cancelled.

. All student account privileges will be revoked.

. Student will no longer be able to reside in student housing.
. Student will not be able to obtain official transcripts.

D 0o~ W NP

. Reimbursed students will be required to have their account paid in
full before class starts.

~

. Interest of 18% per annum will be assessed on the unpaid balance.
8. Delinquency may be reported to a credit bureau.

9. Account may be referred to a collection agency for the full amount
due plus all collection costs and legal fees.

Graduation Policy

No diplomas will be issued and no official transcripts will be released
until all financial obligations to Mount Mercy have been paid in full.
Graduating seniors who have an outstanding balance will not be
allowed to participate in the commencement ceremonies.
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Refunds

Tuition and Fees
Fall and Spring Semesters

A student’s final bill will be determined on the last day to add classes
for each semester. This is generally 7 days after the beginning of the
semester and is referred to as the final bill date. Before the final bill
date students may adjust their class schedules without incurring add/
drop fees. Students who drop classes after the final bill date will not be
eligible to receive a refund of any of the tuition charged for that class
unless they withdraw from Mount Mercy.

Students who withdraw from Mount Mercy after the final bill date may
be eligible to receive a refund of a portion of the tuition charged for the
semester. The tuition refund schedule follows the federal financial aid
guidelines. Please contact the Student Financial Services Office for
more information regarding tuition refund amounts.

Winter Term and Summer Sessions

A student’s final bill will be determined on the last day to add classes
for each term which is generally one to two days after the beginning
of the term (final bill date). Students may adjust their class schedules
without incurring add/drop fees before the final bill date.

Students who drop classes after the final bill date will not be eligible to
receive a refund of any of the tuition charged for that class unless they
withdraw from Mount Mercy.

Room and Board

The room and board terms and conditions are stated in the

contract signed by the student. During the semester there may be a
proportional refund of room and board charges if the student officially
withdraws from Mount Mercy or moves off campus with the approval
of the Director of Residence Life. There is a $500 contract cancellation
fee that will be imposed on any student who does not fulfill the room
and board contract.

Transcripts

Official transcripts will not be released until student account charges
(tuition, room & board, and miscellaneous charges) have been paid in
full.

Financial Aid

Financial Aid Awards

Itis the goal of the Student Financial Services Office to make

it financially possible for all qualified students to attend Mount

Mercy. The financial aid programs at Mount Mercy are administered

in conjunction with the policy that the family is the primary and
responsible resource for helping students meet their educational
costs. The financial aid programs are available to assist in meeting the
difference between potential resources and college expenses.

Financial Aid Award Notification

The amount of the financial aid award (federal, state, and institutional
grants, scholarships, an